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"'IIE END oF (inDAT BprD'lllrcs nr wDSTtrRN ,uRoptr
RADU:$TEI AN OIORAI{U

ttA peste. faure e_t bello, libera ros,_Dornine,, was one of ,rc pra.yersto'rr pe.rnaueirtt v^ *ai,i-irr"ii.lgr, Jr]'t"rru ylr aL'ag.*'#i a- u t th e beeinn inEof the modern tirnes in wesmrfi-n"i"n91 ,r'hese. wo-ras, suu repeaterr eveino'arlays, reea,ll 
".1: "f. li; ;."* ;;."mes. of 

'r" 
*"ii"* spirituality inl,?"\#l:t ages : fear of ttre ?eat[ 

"rosoa by prague, by srarvarion and

' That plague srrourcr be brought iltg t\"^r"regrou.nd shows that fortlrose people of clear tho'ght it 
".;'i"i"rv rrqa ti"*TiiiJ"^I_oog t,re greatepidemics sweening.over Europe. fn-vi6rv of a surireSi-oi ttu end of flregreat epiclemics'ex?tu;tr"fr,"diV"il; 

Europe on tirle trasis ot a critical
;l;Tni? 

tff, 
,f l,ttifJ"..uiii"g *i"ii*"*," a "d;";;, *i ifior a ne ce s s ar' y

This renresents a twoford necessity :, orr thc one rrand, pcople in theMiddle Agesl cienriveii .it"i"itrili'Jir'obrtioo ;"a l"rsh,i"led by plague,used ,ris rerm for.anv epiaemi"J*iiii r.'riog-;iFd;";#r took a sreatJf;lJ,t"$r::i,,:lliJ {aryl, tT;i;& oi a'sp"ciar--t"uv 
",, 

ir,t sur,,u"r w}rich
ettecis. 

u'vvrrruour deal with those epiic;il_ r,;i;t, ;;ffi;;i"r;;;;;il;
. \-ierved fro- .!]]" angle. of their con-sequcnces, the orcrinary cpicre-

;l,lht"in 
\vestcrn n'"op" iJt;;;'jiu 10,r-ancl tri" rbtr, ce'turies in-

- smarrnonluar'iora ), considerecr .very rvidespreacr 2, 
'arf 

epide-mic, 
'alr 

euddmic'',.cau,s6i fi;?i;;"il;0, rrr"i,,ai,r!"n"oj*Jou,., rreaths. rrwas subd'ed bv the b-uginniog o! ;h;;H'i 
",."il."""urffi*o ro'ru nasl,erntype vaccination s^ugg"estecl i;+;;*rmed, *_oofTirrur*, I;y JacobPvlariuo, the phvsician assignea ri"-ii,u prii".iy-t8,,;"il Bucharest 0,

1 r\Iirr<o D. Grmcr, pr'Iin:inaires c|une ctude lis.torique des .maladies, Annalcs, Econo_mics' Soci6t6s' civilisations, earis, io6o,'N-"*."0i'pp. tazs-t-4Bi; 'r;fi;"criscussing 
the <ris-;ilff:;""{,i!1,:,iffi ,"'i:i!:';";:l'"llift;hi.itm*i",;#:i'"Jl'l, 

,,,.,", iuni";;"r*.o sam*clrissot''Auis iupcupre"u"ro"rrura,r,ui'ii,tlzs,pp.221-222:,,raprusg6n6_rarc dc 
ii:*: iT"ilt:*:;1,,.,i,n1?fd#;r sont iouch.cJ,'uil',u. z en mc.r.t...,,.o raniont-ai.i'iui.,r,.^J.";;.;; l,"'ffi'?',"'i,fi',;r#;';iil'e"l:l* p.. i6r. ^"""

5 r{ins Louis xv i'." cr"*.riui"";;;;:-he. dicd ".i;;;.;;-;;'rh" dir, i, his cn-vironmenr, and or ure srnanpox illr;d ;;;;i'lnrr..ins f.o;*,.ir.J"",ir,. ii nuu" bccn n forrni|rti:'[.']ttp.ox (cr. Jacquei r-.u*n,-io,i,-"ii - iizi'i,';?t;;Ji'iil;"*re 6dition, paris,

,u,u, i,,l,li.lil,ol;a;1",[go'";ji1J;:i,'ln,,Xl4;lili,liii."d,*Jt 
fittj::;l,l;ll_],g;;(1688-1?14) bcrrvccn rooa_-iz,s;-'r*;;;;;J;*c vcnice,s'olpi"ilii",,"rficial in smirnatr 1708' hc acqtraintcd lris l:r'itisrr ironloi"gl,Jiiill;o* Shc.artl lioro--iiza,, a farnous natrr-

5 * c. 0,15
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but especially thanks to the im-munization methocl conceivecl by tho

frr*fJn5ilV*ibi^"- nJ*"t,L J.oo"r ? earlv in the 19th century.

- The tyenoii"iii ei'nyitn"iJ spreaa^q'ite easily over areas of

hu,,dred* of square kilomiters 
-as a refult of the virus-polluted" waters

which, in their to*o, 
"cboi"roi"u,tgg vegeiables, fruit, cereCls a.o. The fact'

;[#i#y"i'i;ft';ii.U;"tn" nrorv n6urisheti poor.seems to have been

favoured. by the ;;il ie,mp:ratirre and da-p climate, circumstances

already perceived. ;;';ir; isi\.g"lty"v n-eop3e-atttrougtr'thc etiologv of

[ii" Oii"d*" had not"bcen established" so far 8'

- Rubeola and, other erwqttitse d,iseases .(le powrpre) generally erypq9g

in summer. They #";;;;ii-des*in"a being'mi"ea up with the "mili-
aires,, fevers - "r"piid".-i'rougfrt 

toritr U/perspiration -' with t'he

scarlet, fever (scarfittrri;;iril?i;; typrroia"arid pi,ratyphoid", etc.0 con-

sequently, all thc upial#i"* rriao"n ooa"" the name of "pournre" ol' even

,,red plagu",' ,upr"5iii""i"tri.i-".fiti; be consideredfrttn*'t the rlcfini-

tion point of vicw.lo

-ll[alaria(matslr'fencr)isthegreatclominaltofallthemarshy
regions of Wcstern'B,it""pr it'ftigltuoia as it sapped the body and even

kilect the contamro^t"6. b"*are n6rgia;s story haf 6ecomc guit^e a legcnd'- :

f;iffi;;i;ilh;;;- "-.a"""a 
to iTnmobilitv"in I-ratium, far from liome'

being .nalole, on fris'i"tft"rt Aeattr, to light"for slccession t'o the ponti*

ficaf thronc 1r.

InthelSthcentuly,tnalariacausedtlred.eathoft,housandsofpeo-
nre in Francc ""i'H"i"ii;^;;;;-iliL 

sanay sgols of Gascogn9.1'z;.in

ith,ii"-ii'i r," pri,rffi;H;i;;;t;G,I;.u*v oo" third' of the.population 13o;

il'ltd;i""il ir,""rc":rii*"i-o't"gi"n of Vilcncia'14; in nort'h Getmany 15'

etc.

ralist',rritlrltisrt.scarc]tonprophylac{icirroculntiotr,alcchniqucnot]<norvnasyetin(lte
wcstcrn courrtrics t ,,t 

'p,,.tor.'*"it 
cmpirically l"-|,"'riort. 'ratii.g Slerartl's atlvice as rvell

as Ilans sronnc,s, "',"#i.11'"t"'irr" 
ri"vri S"cicty, r'yla'ino printetl -in 171i-r in vcnit:rr -

an ,nnstruluu, <t,,nting n,iiii inocuiation". UeOi".ai",f to Slt.toiA, t.c-lrcatise rvas trartslatcd

a'd puSlisScct i' Iloston' ilriassacluscLts) i" ..liii under tlc litl" Sonru accouttl ol wltal i's

sakt ttl. inoctttcrtirtg " i;;;ir;;ffi; i""i i"i"i"tLur". s.- conrmcnt on P1'larino's melhocl and

work in N' vitirrnanu,'i"t'ii'tii tiatai tkspLc u'i'iilo'ito"' cpcra ttnr'i^fost metlic ctl cutlii tLitt

Btrcurc,ti,.,Igiena,,, Xi"irg6iili,-iir. gl'-la, ij. C"tnoJoaeanu, I' Sianciu, Inaginea l,,nii

ttoiirtliiritc rontd^c,riri),iiriLi,:l'riiiiii r" Stdtclc iiii, ot, Amciicii pind tn lEie' B*cut'ctti'

1977, P' 61.
? Irortheiniportanc6of hisdiscovery,seeF' G' O' Drervitt"l'he life of lldwattl Jemtu'

2ntl edilion, I-ondon, 1931, passirn'
s Pierre Chaunu, op, cit., p' 165; Ilouffcy' a nrember of the tr[cdical Acaderny was

si".' I'cl"ltl:i]ilrffiillll: Lu uirrc etro can_rporlnc au x:r'rrrc siicrc, paris, 1455, pp. 28-20.
10 lbidcm: 

"""iJ*dlilriar"ll"*,it,.-;^";i' 
11p11y millc quatre cent quatoilte, Rtue s'il crt

fi.il itrnrais, r'ol' IIl, I'aris, 7771, pp'-186-187'
rl Francesco D;""i;;; c';rii iitt o cirii v,'ln crisi d.ella liberltr ilaliana, Fircnze,

1032' p'c?l'rrur,"'" 
G*6rin,. La uie 

^trale 
en solognc tmr xrYe-'xYIIre, Paris, 1960,

RADU-STEFAN CIOBANU

Passim', cf. D. II. I{acser, Leltthrclt tler Gesclticlrtc d* Il',Ittlizin, vol. I1I, Berlin, 1882"

n. Puritr;llii.; 
ctraunu, Un tnotlilc tl,^istoire sociale, ..Bulletin r{ispaniquc", Ja'vicr-Jrtinn

1965, PP. 78-90.- 
,u Id.-, Lq ciuilisation cle I'Europe classiquc' ed' cit" p' 175'

Tr{E END on cnuAr DprDEMrcs rN wEsTERN EuRopE 6Z

- In'fruenzo. Th-e most dangerous, sweeping over western Euronebetween trrb rotn u"a iir" "riiil"iLto"iu*, 
were the Asiatic and tiespanish ones: such *u* ihu *lin""'tiog-of x'rance rlenri rv is said tohave caught t" 1dgb and d"**iiiii .by pierre de l,Estoile. The lattergave a piece of the Frenchmen,s -""trfftV Uf ;ri;io; t] . . tt 

"r" 
followedsevera'l stranEe de-aths caused uv-irre-piagd,sts wni?tr had spread overvarious ptace5 in trre-c1ty as;; #J- 6oo,s scoulge . . .r?,,

- 't3wette anglaise,', a disease qo ]gfggl qctive today, ravaged,western Europe fiv6.times, t"o- i?s]ri .to 1ddl18. Being cardiac, purmo-nary' rheumatic. it inducecr aeaflr-instantly, *iirri"--*'tew hours, as ithappenerl in London, in 
'ranaers;'i" 

b".;;ii,,'i" ,sili#""tana but not inthe rest of the contiagnl, *rri"if'-;;"g"it;it"$i;'".,r",i"rioua untouched,by its fury ro. svrJ uuuusrtt rt'rrtir

- Tubercurosis,was also quite widespreaa and in spite of some Dre-conceived ideas. it struc\ l''gftu"t1"; ;f-il;;;l -1#;,'"nti,* o;lrrl,i'fidied of tubercurar meningitii i!;;oj-;ti"g cr,*.].,.],r di"o of purnionarvtuberculosis (1574); I,oui,! xdi-p#Jed away rviflr intestinal t[berculosi-s(1643)' etc.20'starti"g-*iii"r t# ld;il;ntury an e\..,n mor,e violent tuber_culosis was brought "al;"g *;h$-do* lndta , it *zus io ueeome the dis-case of l,he 18tlicent'r.f cur"yifrg r*r51 the 19tL 
".nirry romanticists.But first the 

'ich ana tiien'ii"" ;?;';"ised barriers against it, too.* sypltitis (venereal_disease), thou^grr known Jvcr. since prehis_toric times 2r, srvept over nuropu-l'ooo afTer. thc ,ti*.trrl"y of America
l11e_2] 

22. rt spreaa-rast 
' o"rvfo;; 

""'ri""-y.";i; ;;;;;d Europe beinEknown under several names i. "mar frapgaii',r l,ilrt nu""n ais"at'",,f;i16rnal francioso". etc. rrrance-madu rr""ruu'"o",lpi"roo* i;11" fight againstt'he new disease : in 1J08, the .r"d";turbers'rromllbT.i'ni"o rvere able

il'i:i?U""3,Ti',11f ti:il1,fl*'rlL?l####-",fi f #i*:;'ffito the phvsiciins a'd to ttre spuciarized hospitals * .rspittre,, 2E set u6in Iiontlon that tackreo rroniattri;;d;";*rt,iriy iir" *rdiu ,rl*u* ,ir";"Xple fronr beggars to princes i;-r 
*"* p

1s 'we unclcrlinecl the 'n'ot'cl to tl.arv allcrrticn uJ:(u tlie ccnfusicn bc{,[Tc{n a ,ornlof "Sp_anish flu,, sn4 plague.
17 0f' Pierrc cre I'Est6irc, r'I(moires et Joutnar-.d,ttn lt-ourgctis tre paLis, Tcne I, coll."nl6nroircs pour sc'vi. ri r'hist'oi'c ;; i;;a;;e;,"'tc stric. rrrris, 1t-FT, n. i61.r8 (:f, Albert Colnat, t", nptijr,irr-ii'f ,i,i.roi.", l:alis, lgi;?, t:p. 

-1(rJ_.1C9.
10 Ibiclem; !'ernancl_BrauOif,' i;Jr,f i*r, tr ntaLiticlle , itctttn:ii et ctJ.ilalisnte XI.,r *-t";ld,t',i, 

'i',i1'6r. 
t"-" Ier; r''i'' 

'i':irliiir'"'iu rlttotiriicni ti' ,i*;,rrr'e"t rintpossibte. Faris,
)o Ibiden,.

r".u"ii tti;,i;,r9ii'tl3.l,"T;ar,t'ijl western lttuctsions of the pccit'ic anit rrs cotttincnts,

"" Ibidem

,.*u",il 
,iti{,fi t33;,tt.*1. Jones-Davies, t}n pctttrre dc ra uieronrtottnicnc: l.homus Dcrtkcr,

2a I ltitlem,
r5 I,I. T. Joncs-Davies, op. cit,, p. 162,
'a trIalhcrbc" nicknarnctl "prirc luxurc,,, ..sc vantait, d,avoir trois fojs su6 la vcrolc,,

{l,i: 'lli""fiilu;}il"T!,#flt'tfriil ti-'ii,,-,"t 1 -0.u., cr ta curio,siri-pii t,i^os,, ur0-1s00,
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'Jlhe phynicia,ns and inhabitants of \\resteln Eurolre foug'ht appinst
leper so thnt, by the ernd of l,he 16th century a,nd the beginning of the
17th t,hey rvere a,ble to pnt an entl to it,. The success rvas mainl5' ducr to
the fact that patienl,s rcere isolatecl in leper-hospitals as rnetlication rvas
ncithel better', nclr sttfficient or s:r,tisfying.

llhe nurnbe.r of'the leper hospitals rverrt so }igh in \\restern Ilurope
follorving 1550 that they becarne quil,e a,tr nl,traction for 1,he "nrarginal"
society rvho rvould find there suitable contlitions of life 3c. 'l'hen the statet
supporterl by plivsicians, tooh steps in ortler to get 1,he rvould-be disea,sed,
actuallv frautls, oul, of the leper-hospitals. illhlougtout the l?th cent,ury
rnonarchs issuetl oltlinances rneatrt to gel, the leper'hospitals rid of 1,he

rvoultl-be lepers 3?.

fn France, tlre succession of eilicts bets'een 1543-1612 rvas follorv-
od on IIay 26th, 1626 bv the fa'mous ordinance of the ph;'sicians Davitt
ancl Just La,igrreau 33. It, x'as enforcecl uncler the cardinal of li.ichelieu who
lurd it rlultipliccl, tirus exposing the s'oulcl-be lepers. It rnay tre conside.red
that st:r,r'l,ing with 1630 leper died a,way in \Yesl,errt Europe 3e. ilhe leper
hospitals lema.ined A.$ sonte hind of lnt)rnol'v of the (tcla'rk millennium"
and, glatlua,Ily, in 1,he course of tlte sanre 17th centurv, uncler Jean
Raptiste Colberl,, they were for trver abolishctl a0 while their goods passecl
into hospitir,ls' orvnerslrip follorving five consecutive decrees : J)eceurber
167i1, Ifa,rah 16?4, April 1676, Septernber 16112, ]Ia'rch 169641. 'llhere
has J:een put for,wartl tlre hypothesis that the victory over lepros,y wa,s
rvon both rxving, t,o the lepers' lraving been isolated - in a cortscious
collective efforl, of the Westerners - ancl to the fact that i1 fip16r, the
human body had acquiretl a certain stamina, feeding antl bocly linen
having passed through radical changes, the lal,ter especially 42.

It rvts certainly only one battle thal, r'vas rvon l,hen, J,rut the war
hacl kr lrc further Naged againsl; the fiercest enemy : plague (Black
Death). As 1,o lhe moment this most terrible disease first, appearerd in
Western llurope, the specialist's consitler it 1,o be either in antiquit,v, in
the Sth centur.y R.C). ("I>ericle's plague"i ar u" in l,he 6th century A. D.
('(Justinian's pla,gue") 44, or, according to the latest opinions, in tire 8th
centulya5. Without insisting upon the havoc rvorked by plague the fa-
rnous "Rlack l)eath" in the l4th century, we will discuss only its linal
period, of the 16-lSth centuries. Between 1624-L639, in the Germanic

trr lbidem, 1061)/1, p, 6.

"t7 lbidcm, p. 10.
ss Ibidem.
s! For the rrilrolc Fralce thcir ntrnrber rcduced frorn sevcral hnntlrccl to about tcn,

thcir destination bcing to shclter thc isolatcd diseascd.
a0 I)r. (-lharles Petouraud, op. cil., II, 1963. No. 1, p, 11; Picrrc (ihannu, op. cit.'

p. 167.
nr lbidcm,
ar lbidcm,
a0 Albcrt.Colnat, op. cil., pp. 13-19.
aa Ibitlcnt, pp. 28-1'15.
ab Williarn [I. I]o\rsly, 'I'|rc Black Dcallt: tt luntinll poird in hislorll?, Ncn, Yorl<, 197 1,

p. 21; Frctlerisk |:. I(arturight, -Discose urul hislory, London, 7972, p. 35; l\Ioniquc I.uccret,
Les grandes pcsres cn lirdnce, Paris, 19Bb; the best synthesis on thc evolutioll of/plaguc is
due to Jcan-Nool Biraben, Les ltommes cl la pesle ut l,'rartcc ct dans les 1.rc1,ts crtiop{erts el
ntediletaruti.etrs, Paris - I-a l-laye, 1975 - 1976.
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,l.lrellotl.voILecortlssltorvstlratrlurirrgthc.pcrirld'tntlet.tliscussion
r r r c d it'a r tiia g n os is r' lii"'" s i - i': 

": 4 l'':li lii:,tl l l$i.o3ttt :-tt:;tffit#3;l

i[X'il,lyi:illl,,',l1l,li'i$:i[:11:'iP.lI;l;i,i"".;* *^lli,i'#"$fr'J.]:t
nlanc : lelter a'tt priirtei!'itX'ri rlia!lr)' Tltev n'erc ocrt&rtrrv 

"?""n"i" 
r'it"

l*lull, l,i"{tlti 
-il",li'iit il ;ill Jis 

if ,ll ;:,1'-' n ;','}; ;; ; - i grr, a s

i,,ell alte'r1rt, ^ 
,.nio oli,urot,, *'*citi.'a'tilit,'tftiii 't t'e inc'irniuatetl gco-

ffi irilji:ilt*:'r*-"liiillt,;**:,:ITlil;,1-:li'""*illl'.1*t't:';l'l;
Faul llnirochr 'lcan
i'itlr rrspccrs or.o''r'aJi'i*do'i.,*r '19"'"ti1fi'"';"i'::i:,:nn*il:iil'?ti}:
t#:,1,':* tt"il{:l!;'|,t" i3l},'l'-i,i"'i'o;til;'i,,tlu" o" iti"ruu*is or bhc

:*n:;rr""",1;$:'ilrr"1r"J,jilliFi,ffi l,;,,-[t;l*itl{r.ir-'I:[
l*i:l}iT#";T'"{qilt}3'"''#filliff ii"s;r-{'"n1e,11enT'ir\"rraving

sr*,citiecl trrat, nuri.ip.'*tr"i"rt"n rro* 'tri"^'ii"ii y"1t"t1;t,;; i jt:""*:JliT,1

iliiill#il***ilt**['q,;l*r,U;i'f6:,5iri*i",i'.ir'"*'l
',un'i,' it. Bv. tr'"'iii'it-ri" 'ii"u'it$-"".*it trlli1,lyS:'"tl-tlh:lLq5!

xt-.^5'#j*#1.j"',1ffi {#llH"*'.[m:i:nGc'lrnanicstatcs
Jules,Yliclril; ;; 4g\t. lejnu]iatcr corrfirmerl.lrv lris Succcss0ts'

il';.i,m:'?.Tfl '*Ti:l..;Jsii-{il'{t'il-,:j';+$:;.li$l'i?:fl }i;:'ir,"ffi
ii$ ii;il "g"r,q.l', 9;3nl;f?fl1 

);rffit"ft;ru'i' n o,o p"'"acr,etl trre' : it
tinre lil,ter, in the

raised a networrr oi;iiir,iid.".iu*" ^oifr "it"i"hesl'' 
Fiench' t'hc lauguage

or trrc couu.r1' *il;;ilil;;ti;:*'**-"*i";j:' li';odY:':*" wealr'rr or *'ords

for d.esignatir,g ^o'a'tu,irmuriictting 
f*t"" i la'd're' lePteux' ttr('siau' gag'gt

r,n,ib1 variaor,* ,#tnig:ii"--.i'o"., gcil;;';-d"i' r,"tii"li.c.resti:t' scsrt'.'rrr ""'

wiilr thc t"*i"or'urf,ilrriig or ttr*",t""^ln"i."v titt'n "t** 
a r*pirl plogrcss

of thc nreuicar.rii'ii;i;;F": rn 
"trre-"fitii*"iotutv, 

\'incettt de Beauvars

crcsc'irrecl u," u,,i'"lai" pJr:ilctrv"^ o"iiii- a&*'ii1"1^Yint*Ll-'lli1""l"jl

t#+:iiti--tillli!lt{*gli'*:q*i*i+?llkl;v";:";;"iii;:
e? r,aur ),rirocb, rca' Brrorr, 

'}...::.fl;I,.. ir{,li-,itr,,f2,'1i^fl,#fr,if1*:r;?:?iip,
r,u,,qu,".a, io'nn-r.l llffr11{:',j1';tJ','J,':',iiiui"iliii,,i;;;',' 

r'/risioirc, I

r') Ihiden' 
rolet- JJisloire tle France' Pa'is' 1877"p': \7t;'!7fi' sicclcs' Paris' 1935':0 .Jtrlcs \Iichclet, IlisLoitc |.il.l'l*':,:'- Xvlc - X1/IJc et ,r v r

3t Paul l)eloncy, La uic mdtLictle art't

p' 11(';, 
pic,.rc chaunu , r,a cinitisati",,r^.::.:":,!:i'11,1,,,1',1X'rloT;r-lriir'.'i 'ise cL d ta ttcttuis'

i- ill'b-,,i-iil:i,,,".,,,:,^,lU:* i:"iii;::;,i:i'{it;';":;::nT;'"'lr 'ci'f 
o 166'

satrcc, "Cahict d'I
gr fDi4em' P. 11?'

aa lbiden, p. 'X17'



70 RADU-$.IEFAN CIOBANU

H6'iJJfre5#:,',Xi'l**ffi'*:ti-g"ry,ni'ff lillltflHf, }ii't"i'uii
*'n'or{"f,i*tri"i* ,, it-ir;d;;; i" 

-sar"uni',icken a?. Tben, graduallv, when

the chaotic marching of trre mercenary;;;p- came-to dn end' the epi-

demic rvas canton.j"oi't]#C;;;;;;'ir;dsio later disappear at the entl

of tlre same centurY 48.

In France, over the 16-18th centuries pl1Su9 lvas most obstinate'

appearing in the r";;i;;t*t"4. to:glild it' th"e least, expected places'

#"t#;in'*, llti[!ilitr,Hl'ltii'4lryt3sa3"$rl?i']il
times, in Dole i" r#tr]"ir;6;i629, 1632. 1.63?; thc T..,imousin countv was

ravaged by plague-iO'ti*.'in thb f Zt-ii centriry trnrl Orldanais 22 tirnes

within the same ronJ"o^f ii.-The most t*tibf" brit also t4e last' of its out-

breaks in France *"",t i" iff*ts"ifl" a"O il;il iietween 1?20 antl L723 6t 
'

trnFland.ers,themostcharacteristicand.conclrrsivenranifestation
was that in Amsteria;;"t.,""* L622^;;d,1628, actualty the last one, too'

trn Britain, tirt-pf"Ii."'*ni"ft-f"tt"Ttt" A"ui'.*t.rnaik,.bei:ug d"escribed

rnost suggestivelysz, iavaged. L,ondon neiwe"nio6{ and.1665, the last to

clevastate the countrY, too'^
In the soutrrern-.fii,rts of tho continent, more backrvard. a,nd closer to

rhe Easr, plague #;# d;;ltr i;i?*ear outbursts. In Spain, plague -
known as the ,,BI;k il;;th'; - first-ravaged botrveen 1596 and 1602'

unabro to pred.ict tl" .oor*u ptas_ne-might ii,ge, the peo.ple d'id not quitc

know hoiv to p.ot""ilin1"ri*"i"[*.it-nis 
-memoirs, f:i*rie Gaivot rvrote that

((rhe great tosses ;;ffJJ^t,t tt"-nr*ql'I;;;;i; ;;re the- consequences of

the road taken oy'it*ii*iJtift;ffilt*1f.-.-';i;' Then it broke torth again

with relative intensiiv rr"t*uu" rozs ana'i639 and rrith the sreatest force

in the interval l'ii'1f6"52,"i0'r"0"-i#g;;6 G back again ontv casually

,"d;fri*t tlisappear (1800-1802) 65'

About the end bt tne 1?th certury.Italy p'T:1^lhtough terrible

gn"x}#h#;ll*##*4fi Hf ;ft*ffif':1l5l"l;;x*':t,iL:!:
rnans. Swecles "tu.;:Pr;; 

p;;L;'dt d-""'it"iioo djd not kno'rv how ahd was

ilf;;i""r";ft ; ;' i; ;fi #-"tr,i" t"'"ifit": epid emic prory3{le d oithd bv s ea

throuEh tfre nomturies* M"Ait""ranean'harboufs, 
^or-by lantl' from the

;L|d- round' the Black Sea 56'

a0 Albert Colnat, op. cit., p. 109-121'
41 lbiilem, p. fi8;- the author quotes sevcral dcsperate cascs of pcople rcduced to

anthroPoPlragY."'t*"1: 
iff$fra"*"::1:1') n,fi!;fi'a!;,,6r?'o "o.,,, 

..Buuetin rre ra soci6r.6,d'Iristoire dc ra

M6dccine", XII/1913, P' ifO'
60 Pierre Chaunu,'Seuitle ct I'A1lantiqtrc'^vol' \'IlI' 1st part' Paris' 1959' p' 29O' No'

1; J. and A. Nicolas, "t'i"'ii-qifiatennc in-'.saiiic' Paris' 19?9' p' 119'

6r R6n6 uaencrct, iipi ttCirc ct terreur.. tttii"'iri ,iliiiotogit,"'innales Historiques dc la

Rovorution frunsui.",,,"Nol'\itiisii, p..fle-ii6t i:e;t;i#",' M. Gourdurio; l"; Ilcbuffat',

lttarseillc, uillc mort. to'irii-it" lz,:0, Paris, 1908. nassim.
62 Dauicl o"tou,"iolriniii t;niini, a' ti itii'"it.-iy Joscptr Avnard, Paris, 1943'

5J Ct. Picrre Cnaunu, ia cioilisaLion '-'-'- n' 174'

5t Idcm, srrtu"'ii'i"rtio^rtqi"l-""r' vtti"ltt part' p' 295'

55 lbidetn'
50 Williarn 1'1. gs1v5hi, 'l'1rc Black Death, p' 729'

TTIE NND OF GREAT DPIDEMICS IN WESTERN EUROPE 7T

The depressing state of mind broug)rt.ab,-ou.t by the prague epide-mics was described--by contemporaries"uut their rioros prove rathermeaningless. one of itre barrist""*-i" trre parriamen"t'ot paris, NicolasVersoris wrote in his book ..1iy1u O" nri*o"';th;til'th" summer of L62B(principalement la mort c'estoit io".ne" s"" f.ilp""iorl", uo manidre oue.des crochteurs gaigne tleniers ae paris q"i ,"pr"-r;;;;fff;#;"";;;iH;en grand nombre et ne denoueraj que 
"i}111:.:;;';&;;; du quartier desPetiz champs, tout le pays teust riestoe des pouvres gens qui auparavanty habitoient en Erand^nombre" rr. i4g imagl was cdntinuary reiteratedin the fiction, melnoirs.and epistolary iit;ilil"';1iri.ti,i.r,. A memoiristwith a story-teller's gift and an obierver's accuracy d6scribed the greatevent of his life : in rogz he 

"s"ap"d 
**t"1""r" iI" pirffi which had beensweeping over tr'lorence. The noises-in the city wtre-ti,rrea, the trafficstoppecl except for carts carrying food. or , *oi"iturv pfrJrt,* coach. onlvseldom coulcl one see the coach of *orrrepl*ti"gffi.-i,htffi;;;#";#;;T

permission to enter his own premises. nto""n8" *rr.'alia : it no longerhad business and relig-ious se"^oices, paybg *itri ln" ei"iption cf a masssaid. in the street corner watched 'through ;i"d"il il"rary set ajar by'bhose shut up in the houses bB.

The same sight rvas to be later depicted from memory by DanielDefoe in 1772. rha"t of il,e rast praerie in ionoo";;dft between 1664nnd 166b. lvhen tq" gn1q9-i" s;";;"lr""dlil"io^a?, i?i""*royar cour,t rerrthe capital for oxfordl The rich il;;;;;".r t# il;irch raking rheirservants along alcl qi|1ns up their_luggqg" hurriedly into the carts. ,rhere
were no tonger litigatioiis in l.,ondofii;rtrr" -* "i iil"rr* hatr a[ flettintothe countrv". to,ooo houses had'been a".Lrt"o,-JJ*o of them withboards nailect dcr'oss_ the d"".r ;fi;ffi;#;";;il;1,"iil contaminateclones, marked in red chalh se.

Perhaps the _most terribre image_was occasioned by the viorentplague of- L72I-L?2J,sweepr.ng o;."-ivrrrseilrls-anilhiutoo as well asthe whole Provence. At.the-tide, ttie streets in Marseiles were full ..des
cad.avres A, clemi pounis et rongdru par les cniens;,-ii,.-"'r'ne reffor anparent in the writings of. some of the contemporarywitnesses is auitel accountabre having.in oi"*-tr,;; ;h';r" is plenty ofsuch eviden"", no"cr..i;t;b;#"ioi,' 

!-eing the best knowr, ancr thatthe disoase took a great toli o" 
"u"n 

outburst.rn Germano. .ivhere th;;ost";ccurate carc*rations are availabreowing to a criticd,i investigaiio"*#irtl records, the concrusions are terri-fving : as far as rhe perioaldzliosb rJ'"ffi;'*Lt, ffil"neen estimatecrth.nt if in a normqr,rear tn.* dfi" 100 p*;Jofi,-'i;*; phgue year,there died in tr'Iunicil -184i au!su""g-196; in Bayreuth-l8? ; inLantsbers-d56: in,strquligb-zozl-rn" samo surye.y shows that flrosewho diecl were mos'y 
"rr'a"?",'old fi;;ff;;";;;r"Jt'i

57 Nicolas. Versori, I.iure de rcison, publish5g Venezzia, 
-i{t1."i",,o, 

Italian Mss., ,rrri,unlt 
G' Fagniez, Paris, 1885, pp. 23-24.

50 Daniel De.oe. J|urn'at ai.t;ii"ii-ii p'r;;;...,-ed. cit., p.24, J1_52. 43, 66.
n, 

" 
* e, :l;l::!$ g""H; I'H,ii: *ipi;,;{:t;' lr"" r!i"ilii#;', i"'s JJ i, zi o, 

- 

ip o d Jo sep h

p*rri-lt 
Erich \Yoehlkens, Pcil'""i niil, ii'ivr und xvfi Jalrhnidert, M'nich, 19b4,
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li,:.rli#1ti&*jff?J*1t ilf,*1tr*o;JffJ;'11,fit3"T,""1ffifj i[ i:,ff"]i:"., sev're changecl rrom a worrrr tracre centre into a proviuciar
tv'een 1622 and 1628, rvhen the plague raged annually, registered 85,000

*itg"-"*;f:*1"'ills;:aiU";llnm**$:fus'*llf;ii1*:: and 1ilf,;3i",TL'"ti!HJT$'fif",?ill-;i:l 
ti,"Xn?';i"3;'ff:i:,1u,u

6 nois rniserablement-de giicle" to his farnill.lvancleling in sealcrh of a approximate.-pgllerate ancicloser,.to r.eality c-alcuiations indicate

thal, in this tolvn of ,rnaximu{l1-0,000 inl]rabitanj,s, bets'een 1625 arid1640, , The spreading of the plague ber1J500-2,000inhabitanisaiea"tpirg,i"05.Thefiguresarehigiranrlshoulct sir.rpte aic;d;;;:'fit"uEhl, ov.r-r''.,,- {}:u.T^180.9;1.,!02 Ln Spain was a

:ff{.!?Hii!:ii""ff,';f i;11'J'if;J*:,;}T#i.i1$:1:",113i:;.f?tf; if*lil ?f:3-:T"v're??c , ir.i; ;#i, ;::if;?'i.f:t"x,l,r3l? f,l{'":,,t"

the rnassi'c toll taken b5' plague in Fra'ce rve will mention oul-v the sit'ua- sii'e : in rooo furuJot"r iigr*'ir"-'"i"idlor3roo^o inhabiia'is rvh'e in 16b0tions in l\'rarseilles and ro'lon between 1?20 and 1?23. llhere the popr- only 11,348,000^uoJ theriror.e ,i,-, ti?,oqi,oob-p""pr"?ffi*ootingabo't

chasteleux statecl that by 1770 the i'habitant's of *{arscilles, of 'tr'oulon nean harbo""* u"a iy'rui,r, t"liiririt":Jtg=, north of the gtactr sea. ,r,heancl of Provence ha'd grown in nurnber. rl,eading his staternent, volta,ire figures spearr tor iriemser".'J , i"'io0ol fo rtrrrr;h&;";; # t2,000'eoplc

men and when it was over, young men carne ancl go1, rnalriecl antl inarle
their riving i,' tn"legion. E_qt*uv"a"o*tar,ing wasirre prag'ue in i,he cou,r- ,"l*,frJtii#i: :ftlfn:H;T3l#1"i.:.Xdff;Ii;rtfl#ifli. cent.ry rater,

friTdiix3"qi#;$J,T"ttiffi'fjryfr*|{j{t}#:ilil;s{}l#* ,"--,i:,',1,ff;ffilrtrurope o.".1,,rr'i, monsterwi'r1,000 races, a pro-
Not long after, between 1649 antl 1652, Spain \yas again srvepl, over vio- :L ,The-answer can be onlv nesati'e. T

L"#Ti,tv"ri?rli;Tr;l##ffi1+i"**h"-iltn:uls*+'u'estr:ffi i:tr 11"y'**,t:ffil1Hff:;#Irujd:r,"':Fi.:iq!iih1113f;:',11"',;t'iit*l
rives-out of'uo,ooo it hatl ha<i'0. Noteve'now werc n',',ur*'#",ir;;i,="';# ly c!ez;;;;;";;;t-'#rrif-i'di;Ti;rr;;id+:,frf-ffii,?li#" 

,*$";to plaguephobid, rnissing: Mal^ag-a'was said to ha'e rost'io,ooo;;";i;. dc. santc du faubou.g s;"1-iiu;;r;:irl,rn Genoa,-in 16db 
'rere 

weremore than the actual figure of the city inhabitants ?r. The consermerr","i raKen sorne obliaatory propir-ylacii" *tupr: one-.shoulaooi?'. to a sus_
Trev&Dt, if it ctid not clisappear as Fierre cfauhu ?2 seents to believe, then should be burnt for disinfecti.tr; ir.l]louo uod the rags of the suspect

0.,- { Avnard, op. cir., p. 13 :ffii$ i: X#i};ii:J#-"j;}:F ;;;;;; prayers srro'rd be saicr; pori".63 Ibident.
6a llichel de }{ontaignc, .[,cs lissais, Paris, 1962, pp. 1 0j8-1019.
65 I'icilc Goubert, Beauuais cI lcs Bcauuaisis d.c 1660 a iisO, r'ol, lI, lrtiris, 106O, p. 168,

att XVIII| siicles, vol. III, Louvain, 1956, pp, 193-194. 
:a 

Picrre Chaunu, r.a ciuilisalion,.., p,' t:'+.
ll 3l.T:lit";"ltil;rt"'#""u;,r*#ilf"h,f!'r',lj;:",,!;,l,lli, ,r,, du xvre siicLc ) ucrt^ 'r.herjs'res ''"."" i"*." over rron, r(a'r Jur

0e Picrrc Chaunu, ScuiIIe et I'Atlantique, vol. VIII,. 1st part, ed. cit., p. litO.
?o lbid.un, p. :111. ?? .r\I. Fosseyeux, op. cil,, p. 11g.
7L lbidcm, p. 316 et sqq. 

nt tabte,' I 
l)i're i\{auricc o" tnlgt, I'rcseraarils et rentides cont.rc la pesre, ott ,,re capucirr r:hari_?2 Pierre cr,uonu, La ciuitisauotr..,, p. 124. rn ,ro,'..Xii''o1,6"thor;,1*t;rt["X'Iiti;'"'""'i'illllli', nr u,"'iiiv"iiio-izui"..ntu.y pcopre
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rhestepsq^*,f*J{"'*","'--"i3"iuo#htl"T3l''iili}iry:ff &}!fl-"":
Catholic Church he

defin*ivery io w"*tlfih"1"iii"i" tr'" litrt ffit1;t' ih" hist'oricalmoment'

decisive for the 'ui-.*.io5 
,pprP3;ff;#;il; , l*::-* Marseillc be-

tween 1?20 ancl rz)slilh"-f"ll proot in this ,"sp"c^t, a'mong ot'hers' is t'ho

r"J**T*",lJ; e::r* J:,l 6H.':furuti$t[rffi fffr 'l*:

n+a+i****ffrf,:$[*r#rd
rrsual for a srmPrenii;; i; i,ffi t " "+:;itp-" 

J}J:if g,nlgl mt"t l-'* 3'Tf; "'i:'!%tionsliPs between
Snain Philippe o" i"iiil; .""?; t""Ji, iri,"" t*9 

"t. 
t,hem d.etesting each

nthe". Nevertheless, thev bot'lr were' ;;"il""i'ih"- d*o g"* 
fi3ti;*tilJlil;

il,'l;; ,g,Liia3qe'd ilriTnt goo4! ""f'ffi"t:?il"yffi:ii1i; ?1,;;i.i*l a tor'"o

US#i;**;P.1tL'tlli!':*1rl*:+m;3r*4:r'l;r*il'ffi
*ti*:it*i$"Jl:#tfrxl-*'fi ;il";ilr'""ee-'1-ocoo-peratedrvith
rtolland, Britain #;;-ffii' 1r'" plii-Jd;ii;i; Fwestern G^ermanv' rhe

stens taken ty tnu stat'es were ooit"i{ir.;;id^usc o} tno*" means which

;;i; 
$:;:ffi;lt" "ffi;;,"J;f 

're 
ca'roric neformation, the orcler sb.

Vincent de paul *r*-**drt..f to uoi-ofil-" it"t: ";ntrol 
and nrotect'ion a

network ot asyt,r*-il-pii"r,q| where prtii,ic 
"1--"-n""^g.werdobligatorily

hospitalizea*r*tif ird."';;;tr;;;ffi t,"tr'ei'".i-s6s"ttl'"f tiiTXlr{!!!

;:try*ll"tHt?l;t'rr#3f,?J"#"fiI:&:**;"oiir,"settr"enientsorevep
burnts0'thoo*Ji'i"di",oiilEt,""t*.*#?ffi4etlby..trurningaromat,rc
nlants o, goop"uiJ*"ii' 

'rtq-qgs* 
o"lTtt""'1""i*"r* belbnging-tglliJli":t

ied areas wer" tt'iliJti' *i *Lir;;llp the vears when the s

plague ruu* *igoJiJ[?i';;p""pr" t--i+Liii"g l'o* the suspect, areas were

askecl to have rr"*nr, cartls. th"su *;;;;;red" only-after rigorous check-

l'-'ffif 
ff i".,l*:[;:-,:*-;llf'1Tl-!Jd,ffi "-ewestern'uro-

pean states, 
-tne 

;;til""i!v ;t-:*.*t'if is1 ::t:t?:: 
was resortecr to'

'I'hey proveo rmplacable in carrYioititt*u "itu*tt'"* 
into effect and' con-

sequently, the iesults were the expecterl ones'

The fact that people \ryere fully aware of the great importance of
the actions taken by the states - as sho'wn by the written records and
bv the iconography-of the time - thoir being-carried. out correctly antl
immecliately made it possible that something very similar to the present-
<lay ..Rod dross" be set up a contury and. a hatt tretore its institutiona-
lizat'ion.

But tho most important thing was the victory over plague - the
nro'pagation of which is still being debatecl by physicians 8a-thanks to
'itre^pe"ople's wisdom, to the states' unitary efforls,- actually an oxample
of h.^ow intelligence fought antl dofeated evil rvithout drugs.

7e Arclrives Natiolal, llinistorc d'Alfaires. Etrangdrcs' flnd B 7"'Ds' 225' f' 2i2'

80 Cf, Pdrc fvfo.r.i."'iftiofon' o-p' cil" pa'-t'"' t"t""n-t-date syntheses of thesc actions'

scc F. rrraurlcl , op' cit',p;'t#'6;; ii""" bl'^1'." i\' 'iilriilri'''-"1'"ln.- 
774-177'

81 P. Galfarpl, Marquis rle Duranty' to p"lrc-i' 7'120 d illarseille et en Frcncc' Paris'

1911, PP.60-61'
82 lbident,p. 61; in 1?20, in l\{atseille' exccptionally' the banknotes rvcre tlisinfected'

8a Monique Luccret, op. cil., p.20 ct sr1q.; Pieme Chaunu, La ciuilisation..., pp. 173-

sunttr.itsfiile;--Cattas de salut' ctc'


