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Against the backdrop of a substantial 
increase in the incidence of whooping 
cough (pertussis) in the United States

—with over 26,000 cases recently reported, a 
fourfold increase compared to 2023—a survey 
conducted by the Annenberg Public Policy Center 
(APPC) highlights major gaps in public awareness. 
The study reveals a statistically significant decrease 
in awareness regarding the existence of a protective 
vaccine (currently 57%, down from 63% in 2023). 

Communication Barriers and Perception 
Terminological confusion represents a major 

obstacle: 30% of respondents do not associate the 
medical term "pertussis" with whooping cough, and 
only 43% recognize the Tdap vaccine as a 
preventive method. 

Furthermore, although the CDC recommends 
clear immunization protocols (DTaP for infants, 
Tdap for adolescents, and boosters for adults), 
there is specific reluctance regarding maternal 
vaccination. While 83% of respondents support the 
vaccination of children and adults, only 46% would 
recommend immunization for pregnant women, 

despite the fact that this is essential for the 
protection of newborns through antibody transfer. 

Conclusion of the Report 
Public health experts emphasize the necessity of 

simplifying medical discourse. To increase 
vaccination adherence, it is recommended to 
replace technical acronyms (DTaP/Tdap) with 
descriptive terminology ("whooping cough 
vaccine"), thereby clarifying the direct link 
between prophylaxis and the disease. 

The discrepancy between the epidemiological 
resurgence of whooping cough and the population's 
low level of awareness highlights a major gap in 
risk communication. The terminological confusion 
between the disease name and vaccine types 
(DTaP/Tdap), combined with unjustified reluctance 
regarding maternal immunization, necessitates an 
urgent recalibration of public health messaging.

Simplifying language by abandoning technical 
jargon is essential to clarify prevention benefits and 
increase vaccination rates. 
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